
 

Other plastic
litter 9%

Tyre dust 18%

Beverage litter 33%

Maritime 
waste 11%

Nurdles 9%

Synthetic
fibres 9%

Plastic bags 1%

Microbeads 1%

Plastic dust 4%

Cigarettes 5%

< 2.5cm 25%

What happens to plastic in the sea?

70% 
eventually sinks to the 
sea floor, with unknown 
consequences

94% Underwater 

Most plastic debris 
ends up underwater 
and we know very 
little about where it 
goes or what harm it 
causes

Litter on beaches
Local authorities each spend around 
€173,000 a year cleaning beaches

Entanglement
136 species are affected, including 79% 
of seals and 86% of sea turtles 
Swimmers and divers are at risk 

Ingestion
More than 250 species have plastic in their 
stomachs, including 98% of North Sea gulls
European shellfish consumers ingest around 
11,000 pieces of microplastic per year 
A plastic microbead can be a million times more 
toxic than the water around it 

Some of this fragments, 
risking ingestion and 
entanglement

> 2.5cm 75%

6% On the surface 



Tyre dust 18%
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These five actions would lead to a 
60% drop in plastic entering the sea

Plastic and tyre dust, cigarettes, 
crisp packets and similar litter 
would need new policies

Deposit return scheme 
This would capture over 95% of used 
beverage containers

Enforce existing bans on maritime waste 
Using the tools developed to enforce Norway's 
discards ban would cut maritime waste by 90% 

Enforce Operation Clean Sweep 
If mandatory, this industry initiative would 
stop plastic pellet pollution

Add sand traps to waste water treatment 
These cut synthetic fibre waste by 85%

Ban microbeads in all products 
This would end this source of pollution
 




