NI

A
Friends b .
Provident
Foundation Fair economy. Better world.

Rt Hon Claire Perry MP

Minister of State for Energy and Clean Growth
Dept for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy
1 Victoria Street

London

SW1H OET

United Kingdom

28 February 2019

Dear Minister
Community Energy

We are writing on behalf of the undersigned foundations and charities to draw your attention to the
attached ‘Manifesto for Community Energy’, endorsed by organisations representative of the UK
community energy sector.

As the UK government consults on the design of the future energy system, to determine new rules and
regulations around how we buy, sell and manage our energy. It is vital that the voices of community
energy groups are heard and that the value they can bring is fully considered in these plans.

We are grant makers or impact investors in community energy. We do this because of the significant
environmental, social and local economic value it brings, and believe community energy has an
important role to play as part of a ‘just transition’ to a decarbonised and more decentralised energy
system.

We welcome the minister’s recent statement that “community energy is a key cornerstone of
government ambition for transition to a low-carbon, smart energy system” but note that community
energy groups are currently struggling to develop viable projects.

We hope the attached can assist the minister in bringing about a regulatory environment that supports
community energy to survive and thrive, and would welcome the opportunity to discuss further should
that be of interest.

Yours sincerely,

Danielle Walker-Palmour, Director, Friends Provident Foundation

Nick Perks, Trust Secretary, Joseph Roundtree Charitable trust

Caroline Mason, Chief Executive, Esmée Fairbairn Foundation

Cliff Prior, Chief Executive, Big Society Capital

Vidhya Alakeson, Chief Executive, Power to Change Trust
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Sarah Butler-Sloss, Chair, Ashden Trust

Angela Seav, Chair, Polden-Puckham Charitable Foundation

Colin Baines, Partner, Snowball LLP

Ella Smyth, Programmes and Partnerships Advisor, Co-op Foundation

Lisa Ashford, Chief Executive, Ethex

Please contact:
Colin Baines, Friends Provident Foundation
colin.baines@friendsprovidentfoundation.org.uk
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